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'lllE III~D AND THE SUN: 
Tastes diffe r , lie don' t all like the some thing , And, hllving 

got thot brilliant piec e of origiroli ty out of my system , I would add 

- o good job , too , I f vo al l thought alike it would be a dull 

hobby, 
We get thouaands of letters at the Digest office every yoor , 

liaey of thOl!I are delightful , A lot of then 1&-ike mo l'l= • Soo,e of 

them make ma smile , A few I )'lt on ono sid e to rood o.fter a good 

bra!lkfast hlls soothed "" ' Every day there i s a mixed bllg , 

Sa:,e of our readers think there hlls been too cuch controversy of 
l ote , Brickbats hove been flying . One or tvo renders think thot 

disogreooble letters should eithe r be cast out , or toned down before 

!'lblication , In a happy family lik e ours , everything should be nico 
and cosy , 

fut little rovs occur even in happy faro.lies, And vhen the 

littl e rows llI'O over, thero is no lasting ill - f eeling , It' s all 

t rnnsien t . 
I don't like disagreeable letters , When bottles are thrown , the 

ed1 tor , lik e the poor old ref in a soccer match, often ge t s one in the 



neck . Does it really matter? A disagreea ble lotte r seldom achieves 

its pirpos e. You remember the old fable , or course . 
The Wind and the Sun oo.ch tried to make 11 man removo his coat . 

The wind bl ow o t errific, icy blast , bittor and intense . But the mnn 

wrapped hi s coat still cor<> ti;ibtly round hicself . Then the sun shone , 

wamly and persUllSivoly , and tho man soon took of f his coat . 

Which coons , porhllps , thllt it is more eff ec tive to fe el sympnthy 

vi th a man who is misguided OJlOU8h to hold :m opinion different froc 

our own, rath er than to be angry with hie . 
To tone down readers ' comnonts - to pibli sh only tho nice remarks 

- would be to emasculate th e Digest. lie don• t wont t hot . Even t he 

nicest pcoplo in th e world lik o t o blow off steam now and th on. It 

would be a sbooe to stop thee . 
Ko doobt we shoul d nll do woll to remecber t ha t toct is the unsaid 

port of whllt wo think, Even so , th ere i s the risk that th o wri t or of 

a letter or on articlo who tri os very hllrd to please everyone and offend 

none could finish up by being very dull indeed . 
A.'¥1 - let ' s whispe r it - don' t you think that the good old Digest 

has been liv elier of late than in nll the eighte en years of its exis 

t ence? It ' s oven a bit of fun to don one ' s ho.lo and nru.nnur: "Tut l Tutl" 

ffiE All!IUAL: 
Prepsrotions are now well in hand for our giant Year Book -

Collecto r s I Digest Annual . Tho order fonn for samo comes to you with 

this issu e of C,D, If you con order early, please do. We cannot 

print many o,ctro copies to oater for l nt ecomers , and we should ha to 

for ruzyone to be disappointed . 
Thero i s room on tho order form for an ndvortisel!lent in t he Annual , 

should you feel so inclined. Production costs are very heavy , and if 

we c11n got plenty of adve rti sements, oo.ch one will e11se tho burden on 

your anxious editor , o.nd, we hope, servo you well at the some time . 
Next month we shall let you into soc,e of the secrets of this 

year's Annual . 

THIS MONTH'S COVER: 
Recently my good frie nd Bill Lofts spen t an hour or two with me 

in my den, Be hllppened to cCX1111ent thllt Magnet No. 1 is the most famous 

and the beat - known cover i n the world , but it struck him thllt very few 

peopl e know what the cover of Magnet No, 2 was like , I fully ag r eed 

with him, and so this month ' s cove r of the Digest is graced by u repro

duction of the cover of Magnet No. 2, fran YB// back in 1908. Bob 
Cherry llrrived in thllt story , and the boys in the picturs ore Hurry 



:!§!.!...------- - -- -- ----
Wharton and Bob, The a rti s t vns probably Hutton Iii tcb oll , tholJ8b the 
clos&-up effec t and the fin, li nes are raniniscent of thllt fine artist, 
J , Abney Cumnings, 

GAME TO THE IJSr I 
Baclc3 tc the Walll Splendid in Defeat! Fighting to t he 

Finish ! Dovn But Not Outl Great ·Too Lotel Game To The Lost: 
No, dear fri ends, tl1'lt i s not a list of llaen,, t, Nelsen Lee, or 

Com title s , It is a collection of the type of press heading vhicb ve 
are accustanod to see desc ribing Englnnd I s test match perf om ances , 
To be Game to the Lost undoubte<IJ.¥ show nn excellent qU!lli ty, But 
what a pl easant chru,ge it would be to see "England Smashing her wey t o 
Victory'' instead of "Gallant &lgla..nd., Came to the Lo.st." 

Thia year' s Tosta have been disappointing , but they have luld 
their moments, and , for the cricket enthusias t , crick et being the 
magic game it i s , tho se mcments 11'lve made it worth while , lie have 
seon i nexplicable tactics on both sides , We have seen whllt seemed t o 
be perfoct pitches on vhich the batsmen appes.red unable to score , aod 
the bowlers umble t o cl aim ·wickets , We have undergone hours of 
excruc i ating boredan vnich would have murdered DJ\Y geme but cricket , 
Yet we hnve hnd OKlilents of tense dremo, mcments of thril ling excitement. 

And vo forgot the frustra tio n aod romember only tho wonderful 
manents. Decnuse ve l ovo crickot . 

Maybe one bss to be a li ttle odd te lov e c rick et, But probably 
one has t o be n lit tle odd to l ove ol d boys ' books , So here ' s to t he 
oddsl 

THE EDITOR 

Cl!A!1GE OF ADiljESS: lli.Y Bli1iNETT I S nev address is 

36, Barrington Rd, Olton, Solihul l, lforwickshire , 
(f rom 19th Sept,, 1964) , 

Wj),"TED TO BUY: Mfalo Bill 4d li bs ; Boys' Friem libs; wxl Union 
Jack3. 
R, 'i, STORY, 341 ABmDEl!ll CRl;SC:?.'T, BRAl!ALEA, vi a Brcmpten, O!iTARIO, 

~ · 
SALB or EXC!WIGI!: Holiday Annunls 1920, 22, 36 , 38 , l!xcban.,"' for 
S,O,L' s, llelson Lees, Magnets, 
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DANNY'S DIARY 

SJl1'i=w!1\,!;1~s an Mt'Ul 1'1Jl881oe. J.11 th e boys • weeklies are pocked wJth war stories 
and ptoture.s . It tatrl.y gives mo the ptp . 

ln the Har\'el, Jaclt, Bal:!, & Pete have gone to "81' , and so has Toci Say-ors. Onl.Y t.be 
NelSon Lee serial , ' The Black House,• seems to keep SMe. In the Beyst Fr-tend there ls 
another new war serial by John Tttgellt s called 1 1'le Hailed rtst. • There ts a new 
C3pf..3ln Hanctymn series tn the B,F'., all eboUt the wor. 

The Magnet haS a new war st.or)' cal l ed • A World at Stakes by W, Hooe-Gall , mt1 thts 
even starts at the beatmlng or the boot "°"' whe:re Greytrtars used t.o be. 

lt•s war, war, war. E'Ycr)'thtna•s tu.U ot 1t 1 and editors S(N!J:1 as pleased as Punch. 
The edl t.or ot the Hagnet says he ts jotMng up 1 and he hopes we will go on auppcrtlng tho 
Hag.net while ht t s f!/l/f8Y• 

Worst ot au , the papers are sao.ner. The Ceo am Naanet are ncM 28 pages i nst ead 
ot 32. It's a S1Jlndle. I shall be g].311 'l'tlen thts rotton war ts wound up , so that we 
ean get value tor money again. 

The Gem hasn't been very grea t this C100tll. The rtrst story was •The HouseESSter •s 
Sooyguard,• a kind or a thriller. A can called ttmro , an enecv or Hr. Ra nton, came on 
t.he scene again . He was. ln a stor,r sooe tim ago. 

1 Levtaon 1s La.st Chancel' woa about Levi son .wonttng to play crtc.ket tor St . Jtm' s 
against Crqtrlars, In Ol"der t.o please hls uncle, a ttr. SUl.keley. This was a talrlY 
good ~• , and lt l ooked back a bit , as Hany Wharton & Co remeet>cr-ed that Levl soo had 
once been upelled troo Creytrtars. Doug says he rE!Qed,ers that happening tn the Magnet 
a l oog time a,:o. 

In •Tbe Fighting Prer eot ,• an old boy n5100 StokEI" cooes back to ct11e Hr. Ratcurr, 
bUt Darrell, whoCI Hr. RotcUtr has prosecuted sooeth tne udul, helps th e New House DBBter. 

Best or the c:clnth was •Tha Secre t com:dt tee9 tn Cllch Tom Hen")' & Co round the~ 
selves proseeut.ed by tr. Linton ( l'lho was acting Head while ttr . Rall t.on was rJlfliY and Dr. 
Hol.Des wa.s 111) lrld by ooce or the bullYtna pretects ~ Hr , Ll nton t avoured. So Tor:,. 
Herry & Co got up a secre t soctety ood soon got thetr rlgbts and the ir *1 back on th e 
pretec ts. 

A vert unusual thing has happened.. PepEI" IOOl'lf!Y" has been tJ~ed to replace 
sovereigns aid hal t -sovere tg,ns. The pound not.es are ealled •Bradt:w-lesS because a Mr . 
BrodburY MS signed them. nie pounds ere green Md the terrshllltng notes red, 

ttlss Bonestorll C.!IJ6 to tea one attemoon. She la Dq• s gtr l, f'Nda , and she ts 
awtul, over tea she was aay-tng that l'Mr tether wu disgusted with the gonmmcn t for 
lntl"Oducl ng paper coney . She said It was ln&alltary , memtn.g the paper monq , not the 
governoent , ltD:I said she dl dn1 t bother so mch about that part of It, but she 1'1184 atra ld 
the l ittl e bits or plapm" cJgbt blow a,,(Q , 

So I sa td: 1 Wh7 t s tt lnaanttary, F'Nda?1t 
Freda satd: •You s il.ly llttle bof, tt•s t nsen t tarY beemise dirty people wlll 

hondl e l t, and then l t wtll be passed on to us.• 
1 was thinking It over, Md Freda sa id: •tn a few CX>ntha this count ry wtll be a hot 

bed of dlse ue ,• 
rtim sold; •But all con91 mst got a bit tnt ect lws , Fred a• yet we om 1 t do without 

It.• 
Freda "as quite cross. She satd: •Not at all• Hrs, Penlerlck , With gold or co ins 

or tllY eype, you can flUt) t.hea In eart>olto , but you omtt "6S1I pap.-notes In carbo li c,• 

.w,,.,.,.!!~~,,:'!~,m:~.:.:Nll~ .,..~~-=.=!~,,!!.~~! ,~,!,,,~,HS_,,,,,.,..,,.,,,."'m"""'"'""' 
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Freda was Ttr'Y angry . She &aid cost boys were dlagu sting, but I wms th e most dts
gusc.lng :11\e hod n er met. thEII Dou& got qry Md Sllld that he r egarded me as revo lt,,o 
t re , but didn't. think I wns dl sguettng. And NUCI &al d that tt they regarded her son aa 
dtsgus tl ne and revolting ther had better eo 1111w:r. 

Freda sa id she wwldn' t cooe to tea agai n WltU rtur:i apol ogiz ed , and a wasn • t llllch 
or o tea 1flfl'a.Y• 

Aft.er they hs1 gone, ltml "as angry, «kf sent oe to bed, but 1 di dn't a t nd, as It 
lileatlt I ocu1m•t do ~ Frmch. we•n started Chardenal Ulla tera. so I went to bed, 
ant. t~ •ThroUgh Thl ok al'l'l Thlnl with ce. Tb.at ta a new Bo1s• Friend 3d Library &bout 
toe Nerr, & co. , but tt•s a rot t.en t nl.e, tlnd t think Hertln Cllttonl cust have been 
worried by the ..- wben he wrote tt. 

Laur on, Hm broudlt me a cup or· cocoa md scce bot cheese on too.st. She satc:u 
•t ou cu.st try not to upset yoor brother, darling. Re• s older tlWI 1ou.• 

So I ?:ll!lde l1P QF" c1nd to ghe Dole ' ftlrou&h Thick and 1b1119 as a pr esEllt. 
The Nagnct ha.I beoo bet ter tb8rl the Ceo tbts c:>nth, C\lch ts uoosual . •.t Cool 

cant' was a new boy cal led Sacpson Q.Jl neey ltrley Pleld, wl'lco Bob ChelTY ntcknaned 
Squltt, on aceount or his tnttlals . Squttr OCQeS rrom New South Wales l'tll c:h Is a county 
Uk e l(ent In J.usU-olt a. 

•Ructions at Htf,bcltr r .. was a grux1 tal e , and that also boo a l ot about Squltt ln 
It. The next tal e wa.s •Spirited Mat' In llhl eb an American cJlUon nlre' s son cal led 
s11veat er eaoe to Cireytrl ors . Bein& acnll, he went In the secor.1 t om, but he was 
k!~ed by en .u>erlem gqster naoed Fin-hundred doll ar Smlt.h. He was reacued by 
tht detective , rerrers Locke. I ttllr*. this 1s the ttrst tlce Fel"'l"erS Locke has been tn 
the !1agnet, though he has otten been In tll8 Oea. Haybe ltlrtln Clltt ord l et rr.nt 
RlchardS ban hlt1 In excbonge tor Lntson, who wns expe ll ed troa Crcytrtars. 

The last Magnet tal e ot r.be cxinth waa •Hard Up1
1 and Squi rt co:oo Into t.ha.t a lot. 

Han"Y Wharton & Co got Into debt rm tried to raise the wtm.. I lik e Squtrr n.11 right, 
but I bope we d~' t get too mch or hlo. 

Doug 58¥1 r.bat 1t tl)e war goes M 1 FNda Cla1 becor:,e a oorse , ns she thinks the 
untlCl"II would 111tt her. Ji m IOM"7' tor our Soldiers It me does. She'll be wa.,htrc 
them In cait>Qltc. 

- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - -
~ 6 td!\=~=· 1~~~~&&B~~re!1' t•;::; ;:,e~1}.~6Uc~=~rb 
B18k.e); l& 2d. Thrillers (1935); 39, Nelson Lee• 1~ /9 : 121 74. Boxton Blsk es i 
Proir t e Lib. No. 23 1 24, 25, (1919) ; Ioas No. Cem 19J8i ED... "Q7 Fra'* Rlohard s j 
so;,~ }55 l18rt.tn Cltttord; Boys rrtenct Lib. lu9 St. fr ank.t s In London; Bo1S Fr-teoo 
Ltb 513 Charles Hm:11ltcni Poolb e.11 nnd Sports Lib. Ho. "51; 2 Volw:>es Boys Journal 
(Y"l • 1 and 2) ; BoUnd Volutle Monster Llbrar7 - Last 6 Issues 1lr19t Brend New 
Ol:/l»l& (Splendid 66) -lt.r (cost £2j). 2IIE LOT (TlllUe OTer tl,O ) - £.}I, (l«l Ol'FIJIS) 
or sapera te - f7pe,rlter £19. o. o., .Old Ba,a Book.s £15. O. o. (Post.ace Extra) 
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Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKKAN 
271 Archdale Rood1 East Mwich 1 S. E. 22 

'ffiE MO!lfflll BLAKE By S. Cordon Swan 

NOll ruAT T!!E Modem Blake i s no longer with us, it is possib l e to 
view i t in perspectiv e and assess its wort h. To many readors in the 
' fifties it cus t hnve been app<ll'llnt thnt the Sexton Blake Library ws 
ge tti ng into a rut, that some infusi on of new i deas was necessa ry to 
lift th e sto ri es out of ccmnonplace rout ine . The ch!lnge, when it came, 
was too dras tic . Ovumight th e Baker Str oot menage disa ppeared: the 
old house, so f ai thfully de ta il ed in a two- page plan in one of th e 
Annuals , sea:ied to be no more, probably demolished to make way for th e 
bl ock of fl ats in which Blake had his ponthouse apa rtment. /ind his 
off ic e was now in Beri<el ey Sqll.'.lre, docoroted by no less tho.n thre e 
feminin e assis t ants . Blak e himself had undergone rejuvenotion, some
thing his admirers would not obj ect to, t holl&h th o Kaphistopheli:ln eye
brow seemed an unnecessary addition. 

One notable f ea tur e was the abse ..:e of Tinker . He did not a ppear 
:it all in t he ear ly st ori es , ws not even mention ed. It was quit e 
evident thnt he was t o bo drop ped in favour of Paul a 1:1'.lne. llo doubt in 
no.me nnd typo ho repres ent ed those "juvenil e associa tio ns" which wero 
ans th ana t o the exponents of t he New Order . Before tho advent of the 
~iodom Blak e Tinker had been provided (by John Hunter, I beli eve) wit h 
the name of Edw!LI'd Carter for tho sake of conveni ence . 

In regard t o th ose s o-call ed juvenile assoc iations, by th o way , th e 
slogon of th e Union Jock was "For Readers of all .Ages," and thi s ws an 
apt desc ription . Though , in fact, maey of the ol d stories were of an 
adul t nature , and I am sure th e phresoology employed on OCC.'.lSion by 
c. H. Teed and J ack Levis was far from being in the juvenile cl ass . 

To return to the Modorn Blake . Sexy covers oppeo.red on the s.B.L. 
'1nd sexy episodes featured in tho s t ories , which also introduc ed brutal 
interlud es ODd unpleas an t adje ctives such as "vet -lippe d," the whole 
so t-up being basod on t he toll&h American s tyle. All the old authors 
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di3'lppeared at one stroke , o.nd Wlf:u:ti.liar nomos wore appended to the 
s tori.eS. Present l y , John Hunter returned vi th one ynm wider the new 
regime, but made no further appeo.ronce ; later , Rex Hardinge turned up 
with two stories , but Wlfortunately they were a re-h.>sh of two old 
yarns , and we did not see any more of his work. This was o. pity, o.s 
he hod bean in good writing vein prior to tho chnnge, 

Later st ill, an old favour! te in Warwick Jardine produced one 
story , but one noted with mixed feelings th s t i t was revi s ed by Desmond 
Reid, Surely at no other period in tho history of Sexton Blake were 
so Clllll¥ stories revi~cd by tho cdi torial sta f f and reproduced as was 
done under th e llll!lles of Dosmond Reid and Richard Williams , One cannot 
imagine Robert •rurroy and G, H, Teed being subjected to so much revi 
sion , Those auth ors retained thei r in dividual styles , ins t ead of 
being churned out in ono pattern, 

As th e New Look progressed, the rell8h stuff was toned down, doubt 
less due to protests fran sUlllllch readers of long standing , And 
eventua lly Tinker, whose admirers must have clamoured for his return , 
ro-appeared in maturer fonn (with increased gir l- chasing propensit i es) 
his absence being attributed t o t he conduct of i nvestigat i ons in the 
Horth of Eoglood, . In duo course, Mrs, Bardell also came bock, aod 
became Blake ' s "daily" at the flat , Last of a ll, Pedro, who had been 
absent for mo.ny years inde ed, made his caneback in a mannor by no means 
pleasing to his faos, A far better story could have been written 
about the faithful hound thao the one Wilfred McNeilly wrote , 

As time went on, good stories omorged from tho new fonnat , par
ticular l y those which dealt with .Blake' s wartime act iviti es , "Tho 
Last lllys of Berlin" was something different fran who t roaders of th e 
saga hod experi enced before , and "The Sea Tigers" was even better , in 
my opuuon , Ironically enough, there wasn' t a wanan in this story , 
which only goes to show that .sex i s not necessary to a good yam. 

Another autho r responsible for sane good efforts was James Stagg , 
whose s tyl e was less staccato and less brutal than t he others , 
Regrettably he vanished fran the scene a year or two before the S,B,L, 
c.omo to an end. 

Old characters in Huxton lcyi:,er and George Marsden PlUl:llllOr were 
r evived and fairly faithfully portrayed, although R,ymer did not sean 
to fit into the atmosJiiore of "High Heel s and Hanicide , " 

. J ack Trevor Story struck a new note in Sexton Blake stories , To 
sano staid readers he mi8l>t not have appeo.J.ed, but his 01:trageous 
yarns provided a leavening of humour and he had ao individual style , 

His more serious ~ch as "~!.}.?1~,.!~:1~~.~!-- ... - ..... 

.. 
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"Invitation to a Murder," were oxtrcmoly good . 

Tho llllljori ty of s torios by Martin Thomas and Rox Dolphin main,.. 

tained a high struidard , but thos e under the odi torial Miiie of Desmond 

Raid were a mixed colloction , some eood , others mediocre . W. A. 
Bcllingor's "This Mnn Must Die" st:wls out ns a s triking and unusual 
sto ry. fut Blake's dlllli"'1Ce with females would not gain the approval 

of long established read ors who had made an ideal out of the detective . 

Blake had nevor been the austere , aloof chsroctor the modernists 
claimed ; readers of his oorlior oxploi t s are woll oworo of his 
association vith fasciMting femal es ; but those episodes wore handled 

doliootely and not with the blatant SIJ8g0stivoness of the llew Look. 
One stocy that should have I'Clllll.inod unwritten was "Danger ' s Child , " 

by Jack Trevor Story . This bogun rannnticlllly enough with Blake goi11g 

like a knight-arrant to th o assi.stllnco of an old girl - friand , but ended 

on the customary note of Trevor Stocy iroey . What Blake fans would 

find unacceptable was tho idea of Blake being tho poosibl o father of an 
illegitlll!lto dnughter . We vantod Blak e huz:ian; he bad alwcys boon so ; 

but we "100 wanted him to roam.n someone vo could loc k up to and 

idoolise . 
As Thirza Von Otto said to him years aao, as his bands went out 

to hor: "Stop , Sexton Blake , I would not have you act as other mon. 

You ore , to Do, as far nbove tho cca,on herd as that great plonot over 

pur heads • •• • • • I have u woman's hon.rt that you may Mvo for th e 
asking; yet you will not ask it now." 

That i a the Blako that we pro for to remembor , tho one that Thirza 

Von Otto sa,r and loved , who remainod the man of hor dreams and rotai ned 

his integrity thro\l8hout . And th:lt is the image that lingors in t ho 

Demory. Loyal ad!ilirers hope it will be projected onco ogo.in on the 

scroon of cont001porsry history , in spite of tho dsnis o of the Modern 

Bloke . 

Sexton Bloke - Union Jock - Official Infomation 

.!i2......9.• B;y W. O. G, Lofts 

Lewis Carlton: 
Tho roodor who mD/f imagine that W. o. G. Lofts is always succ ess 

ful in tracing authors , would be sadly mistakon l Indeed , probably the 

most disappointaent I hove encountored was in failing to trsco Lewis 

Carlton onco editor of tho U. J. for n period before th e first wor ld 

war . Ho was certainly alive up to a fev years ll8') - and believed in 

tho Dovon = - but exlulustivo enquiries by Dorek Adley and myself 



make him elw,i vo as sane of the uncnptured members of the grea t tro.in 
robbery; and if contacted he could no doubt bo a mino of information 
on ol d autho rs, particul arly "Michael Storm," 

Probabl y th o cos t astonishing f act in fa th eri ng all the authors 
of Sext on B1"ko yarns i n thll Union Jack i s that apart f rom 11 short 
tal o in No. 563 ( 1914) "Tho Case of tho Str,,ngo Adverti sement," Lewis 
Carlt on never wrot e ruzy s tori es of full l ength for th e pe.per! This 
is also great ly surprising vben one considers that he wns odi tor; ns 
well as vri t ing considerobl e s t ori es under hi s ovn nnme and t hat of 
'Claude Cust er ,• It wns presumed quit e wrongly somo years ago that he 
had penned oony of t he Pluemer yarns aft er the creato r 1lli chael Stom I 

ond 'Marlc Darr.J.n • - but 11s roadcrs vho obtai n th e Sexton Bl ake Cata
l ogue wil l see , th e correct !WlOS rill be ins erted , i n tho sequence of 

· when they appearod , 
To conclude this piece on Carl ton ; es ncr, ride l y known, af ter 

playing tho part of Tinker on t ho stag e - because of hi s youthful 
l ooks - he returned to freelanc e vri tine , and wrot e in a syndicate 
fomod by J ohn G. Brondon, John Bobin and hi s s on Donald , All four 
collaborstod in i deas and stories ; am so the reade r vbo studies 
styles of outhors had bett er bevaro of the ir sto ries a t t imes& Lewis 
Carl t on also wrot e a largo numbor of gi rl s t ales umo r t he nome of 
'Louise Carlto n• - and las tly indeed wrot e two st ories of St. Jim' s -
which wor e p.ibli shed in th o Gan llos, 956 ' D'Arcy ' s Night Out' and Nos, 
975 1Tho Chompion of St, J im' s ,' · 

The 'Gordon Carr' and 'W. J, Bayfield' ques tion 
My good and ol d friend !ln.rry llowlor, h.'.IS written to tho effec t 

that it was ho who first gave the infomntion that ' Gordon Carr ' ws 
a pon-Dllllle of ii, J , Bayfi eld , I couldn't agree more with l!=ry thllt 
tho sty l e is ns tonishingly similar, lllld. al so th e thw e of priso n lifo , 
To be perf ect ly fair to !ln.rry - I °"' not blinded by tho fact t hllt oven 
official records can make cistakes , and also thllt authors - vho were 
only huraan, could even have oon-d&-plumos t o cover up their relll 
ident i ty as in the ·cases of 'Michael Stom • and 'Anthony Skeno, 1 

Such matt ers es why th ey did this , was purely their own concern and 
not ours , furth er enqui-ri ee , DBke me still stick to IIIY original 
sta tsnent - that th ey were two dist inct individuals - as I hllve found 
another el derly author who raDembers George or Cordon Carr as once a 
manber of th e ed1 tori al staff , and ho also r eoombers ii , J, Bo.yfield ns 
a fre o lanc e vri ter, Even disregarding official record:!, I am bQund 
to accept this as f act, and I must point out with due respect to Harry, 
and his !~ knowl ~ of E.J2..Jl.~.J'!',. ~..!!:'tho rs 1 that he i s 

" 



.,..,,_, ____ _. __ •••-·- ---~---,-N _ _ !:!>l,Wl, 
bnsing hi s statanents J>U'OlY on theory ; and of tho ran.:irkoblc sillli l <ll'i
ty of styl o - when oven Vnltc r Webb thought th'.lt th e •= • stories vero 
by Beyffol d, Thero i s al so the strong possibility that G, Corr being 
a ember of the staf f, copied Bayfi el d ' • sty l e and th woo , Certainly 
this i s not tho first time thi s has been done; or oven bett or tho theory 
tlult Bayfi eld g:ive th e stori es for ' Carr ' to publish - on some a rrongo
mont botwoon th001. 

It vas ngroed by the Sexton Blo.ko Circle sane years ago, t hat data 
cocirig fra:i off icial sources , should bo ncccptod as f act, or wo would 
get novhore in coopiling authors snd rocords , To give full cr odi t t o 
Jlo.rry Dowler end th e late Jlcrbcrt Lcckcnby, nlc os t ~ of infomation 
they published on authorn and nac-dc- pluccs appearing at the s tart of 
this century ms boon proved correc t by official r ecords oocpiled a t 
the t ime, and thi s hi gh porcontago is something vhicll ru,yono should be 
prru d ofl 
Murroy llngilto n: 

This is not a name to be fourxl in th e 'Union Jack ' but THE 
Tl!RILLER, and it is vorth rec ording in th e SftlC O I have le ft in this 
concluding ita:i, of a story worth getti ng hold of , for those who 
coll ec t mat erial by Sexton Bl.Dko authors , This unique stoiy vas 
vritton hnlf by Robert Murray Grr.ydon - snd the oth er hal f by G, H, 
Teed - hence th e use of port of thei r namesl Tl!RILLm !lo, 489 ( 1938 ) 
"Mclde in .Qm.crico.. " 

The only reason I = think of this s trange portn ership is that 
Robert l!urmy Grr.ydon who started the s tory f ai led to finish it o.nd 
G, H, Teed vas given tho coonission t o finish th e wkl 

In concl usion this i s th e last of my series of a rt icles , and all 
tho fre sh data rill bo in cluded in the Sexton Bloke Catalogue t hn t is 
nov in the precess of being canpl et ed , 

~ : Good l oose copi es or bound volumes cont a ini ng aey of th e 
following: ~ - 52, 131 t o 149 i nclusive , 195, 205, 237 , 238 , 
239, 277, 318, 319, 353, 400, 417 , 422, 435, 469, 706, 719, 752 , 753, 
762, 763, 009, Most issues between 821 :md 890, 900, 921, 924, 925 , 
936, 938, 940, 942, 943, 946, 951, 965, 967, 988, 996, ~ - Many 
i ssuos between 400 and 500, lloey issues between 000 nnd 879, Als o 
h~m , ffl,m,~.~ . m. • . • · ~ · ~ · m,m , ~~ 
998, ~ : 18J, 190, 370, 385, 396, 452, 455, 466, 474, EARLY 
fWNY F0roµRS1 Nos, 12, 13, 45, 47, 48, 

.:::::!~..:..-..:.EXCEI.SIQR HOUSE, " ~~~ - SJ2!.~w,~~: ~. 
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CO!IWCTED BY J .:.CK llOOD 

A LID"J';:J\ m(!! ST, Fll'JIK I S By Jill Cook 

Boforo I nettle down with my news about St , Frank ' s this week I 

would like to record an &lUSing incident which took place in t ho fom 

:rooc j ust recently , Old Crowell , th o master of t ho Recovo, bad 

succucbod to tho flu virus and VSB confined to hi s bed , Dr. Sto.fford , 
nlroad.Y with sto.ff troubles , bad after saae shuffling r:anaged to set 

Mr, Pycrsft to do!"tiso for Mr. Crowell while Bi88leswnde t ook over pro 

t <lC tho Fourth Fom, The Hend himself was taking >tr. Langton •s 

duties - the sixth fom master being another victim of tho flu - and 

several other staff disturbo.nces were toking place in the dooestic 

qwu-ters due to the sudden illnesses . 
Nov llr . Pycroft , the ill-tecpored CIOSter of the Fourth - was not 

OCU3ed by this change and neithe r were the Remove. And as l essons 

progressed it was beoocing obvious that sa:iothing had to break for 

Pycroft was ge tting core and core btld tecpored . Lines wore being 
dished rut by the hundreds and the least trivial excuse was csde for 

impots to be given , Townrds corning broak all-out total wnr hnd been 

reached whon those two inoffonsivo twins, the Trotwood.a, hnd boon 

(l:>ted for the rest of th e wook because old Pycro!'t couldn • t Clake up 
his moo which was Cornelius and vhich was llicodecus . So in a fit of 

raging tecper he il:!posed n confined- to-gs tes on thCJIJ both for the 
ra:isinder of th e week. Nipper tells co t he Recovo vas shocked by 
this harsh trestcient on tho juniors and after the brook Nick Trotwood 

had brushed aside the synpnthy that was showered on hi,i and his brother 
by retaliating to such an orlent that old Pycraft was soon wishing he 

hlldn' t bean so j olly free with his gntings. 
While Cornelius was afflicted vi th deafness and core or loss took 

li ttlo part in tho scti vi tiee of the juniors his brothe r llicodemus is 
n clover ventriloquist and because he uses his gift so very rorely one 

is npt to forget that he poes888os the sbllify to throw his voic e to 



~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~-·~ll-1)-
su ch rmo.rkable extent thllt you are easily cis l ed . Thus it w:is that 

Nick got revenge by using his powers to throw his voice and nake it 

appear to co::,e froo Pycrnft . Evory word the fon:, D11Ster uttered Nick 

ochoed to cake it seec that another voic e was repeating it in the 

corner of tho fore room. This went on for sano little time nnd even 

the juniors wero c,ystified because nobody knew of Nick Trotwood I s 

intentions. In the end , just before dinner , ol d Pycrnft could st:i.nd 

it no nore . He euddenly passed a hand ovor his brow snd cooplllinod 

he was not f eel ing well o.nd rath er than allo w th o boys to catch his 

!fen:IS ho would retired ns he thought he hlld CllUeht the flu . 

So nftcr a.nothe r ro-sbuffle tho rest of th e day tho Reoove WllS 

taken over by Professor Tucker who devoted the time to tho c,ysterious 

Univerne . Even Bernard Forrest , I am told, found the fact that what 

is seen of the Mil.Icy Way throU8h the nodern telescope appe:,.rs 119 it 

wns a thousa.nd Dillion years ago , as very extraordinary and womerful . 

Later on , Forrost was heard to remarlc that a horso naced Hil.k;y 118;/ was 

one tllllt "owed him money." Mnybo that is why Profes sor Tucker ' s talk 

""" of interest to hin . It surprises ce why sooe juniors , while 

risking the sack so openly by bllcking horses, would qllllke in their 

shoes if they were found out . It's a ldnd of inverted heroism to 

effect indifferonce to expulsion while at the some time tremble like a 

leaf at the very thouBl>t of being foum out . 
Take smoking; any time you want into Study A you would notice in 

th e fondor 11 big sc rew of brown pnper . This wllS always kept handy in 

the ovent of a mast er or o pr efec t coming suddanly on the acene . The 

pape r would be quickly li{lbted and waved to and fro , filling the room 

with pmgent sooke . It i s a little precaution which hos saved th e 

rnscals from ;unishr.ient or woso. But why go to a ll thes e lengths jus t 

for a smoke. Still , Study A has a reput atio n to keep up, Gulli ver 

and Bell never really got over the loss of Fullwood . That was a blow 

to th en when Ralph Leslie joined the decent fello ws . But I suppose 

if it were not for th e bad ones you wouldn ' t appreciate the good ones . 

I wns surprised to hear of an inn called The &ill Hote l . I thought 

I knew all the inns around Bellton and Bllnnington but the othe r day 

Guy Sinclair o.nd Simon Kemore of the Ea.et House mentio nod, in my hear

ing, to Pondn , another Ea.et House prefect , t hat they would meet Grayson , 

of the Fifth , at the Bull hotel . Well, there is a Bull hotel . I 

have since found out tho.t it wasn' t a vell-known inn but if one wore 

qn th e farther outskirts of Bannington you would pass it coming into 

Bell ton . Anyway, it is only a small place 39 inns go and has a 

queationoble reputation. 
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Nipper & Co, apol ogised t o Study D for no apparen t reason nnd 

Handy wonted to know wlzy, A t errific din c<Jling fl'<JJl next door to 
Study C had brou«ht sCllthing remarl<s f rom Nipper & Co, about "tho.t 

noisy elepha nt, &ndy" llhon it was realised it was not Study D but 
Study B, Fi8hts , scuffles and thuds nnd tlnmpe were 90 CODDOnploce 
in Stu dy D tho.t whenever they occurred Handfort h & Co, vere also bl8!Jed, 
But thi s ti<lo it was Study B, Claude Cor~Peorc e , Hubbard and Teddy 

Long were goi ng it hammer nnd tongs nnd even th e change in direction 
had not been ncticed by Study C, It was most unusual for Stu dy B to 

be in a s tate of var but it was 90, And !lipper & Co, f orthwith vent 
next door and apol ogised to ll<ln<zy, Hnndforth didn • t quite know how 

t o talce the apology , 
Talking about Nipper I didn ' t realise how ruthle ss he cnn be with 

t he j uniors , The other corning before rising bell ho had tho chspe 

down on Littl e Si de for f oot er prectiee , It was frosty , t errib ly 

cold and icy !'lddles were dotted all over t he field , And t ho li ght 
was b:ld ClOldng it as dis:i.>l a picture as you could imogi.ne, But when 

it was tioe for broakfast it seemed woll worth the oorly rising for 

the j uniors looked th e picture of heal th , But Nipper has to bo very 
severe in his running of tho sports fixtures ; you Cllll easily iDagi ne 
t he scene in the junior bed roocs ns he routs thm out in the cold and 

unfriendly light of early morning to prnctise soccer , f.d8nr Fenton , 
tho captain of th o school , has s imilar troubles with tho seni ors but 
they have to buckle to when Fenton wants thoo to , His word is law 

lllld nobody has rooJ.ly hankered afte r hi s position as much as Nipper's , 

Fenton, as head prefect ruxl captain of t he school has the unenviable 
t osk of keeping tho seniors in order , n job with doubtful honours , 

Do you recall Jane Trumble? She once held t he position ns Head

mistress of St , Fronk ' s , That was some time a;;o but she was seen 

entering th e Ancient Houae the othe r day and speculation is rif e , St . 
Frenk ' s has known Petticoat rul e and I don't think it would be volcoce 

"6'11n, but Reggie Pitt S'l)'B he wouldn' t be surpri sed if she didn ' t try 
once ogain-to run tho school , I doubt it though, The wonder of it 
i s tho.t she h.>s the nerve to show her faco again at St , Frank ' s afte r 

the disua ceful conduct she exhibited during her var with tho junio rs 
and the b!lrring out against her authority , St , Fro.nk1s has enlnrgoo 
since then. She ruled when the old school comprised just t ho Ancient 

House nnd th e Colleee House, These days she would have quite a hand

ful trying to run the four Houses, But you never = t oll vi th wooon, 
I vonder what bee she has in her bonnet thi9 time , 

l continued on page 25 ) • , 
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THE nm OF ,UicmmR 00 

Mr, C, H, ChtlJElllll, vho illustrotee the Billy au.tor series , told 

us th.:lt ho b:ld been info:n:iod by tho p.ibll.shers thct the lAtost Iuntor 

story , duo out nbout now, will be th o lnst of tho se ries • 

&t , at tho ond of th o book, wo found nnothor titl e o.nnouncod -

"Bunter, the Spo~. 11 In consoquoncc, wo cont.1ctod Mossrs . 

Cassell who gnvo us to undors tnnd toot the fllturo of th o se ri es 1s not 

yet cart.:un , Tho lnst DMUScript writt en by Chnrlos B"'1llton ha.s 

been p.ibli shod. fut , said Messrs. Cnasell ' • roprcsentntive , "thore 

arc o nuobcr of Fronk Richardo ' television scripts vhi ch vo mey bo 

nblo to hllve vr1 tton up into stories , " Ho nddod that they vould bo 

very sorcy indeed if thoy have to decid e to close the series, 

So th o fllturo of tho &nter sorios is at tho knees of t he gods . 

WMt so<Jll8 certc.1.n, however , i s that there nrs no fllrth or original 

Oroyfrlnrs sto r i es to come, vrltt en by their crentor . In that sonso , 

an ero has ended, 
To ccm,:.•:ioroto tho post-var Billy &ntor sorios and th oir 

r<r:i:l?lcoblo run, Mr. Ch:lpoan has sont us the picture , vhich ho ha.s 

spec i ally drewn for Collectors ' Digest , and 11hich fills our cent r e 

oproad this _conth. .Uso , ve hsvo naked our Let's Bo Controversial 

Col=iat to look at tho se ries ns a vholo in hie nrticlo . Finally, 

our book critic reviews in this issu e tho llltcs t (and possibly tho 

lnst) story in the &ntor series: "'l'hanks To Iuntor . • 
Ve understand that n fixm of p.iblishore of pope.-.backod boolm i s 

con.,ideri11& re-p.1bllshiJ!g the old llagmt storlos in popel'- back formnt 
- 4 copioe a month at 2/6 ooch , If neyth1ng comos ot this project , 

vo sbnll notify our readers in duo course . 

++++++ + 
Lpl'' S BE COlll'RO'{P!SL\L 

No, 7!{; 1'be Pcot-V!\fi;O~rinrs: ---!.... new that~nr ost title in tho ~ .. ~~ "-~2~!.:.: 
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Bunter series put out by Cassell ' • c,ay be tho last will be roooivod by 
our readers with mixed f eel i ngs. Some rorulers mn.y bo sorry , s<X!lo may 
be reli eved. Whst docs seem certain is that , if tho se ri es conti nued 
fra, a subs titut e pen, wo should find th o same 11\)'Story enshrouding the 
sto ri es , tho some resentment, tho saoo henrt-buming as luppcnod long 
ago and which has never c0'1Bed, and novor will coose , to oond mi&hty 
ripplos through tho rOllks of ChLlrlos &milton ' s old beys . 

Fairly recently Roger Jenkins gave us hio reasons for disposing 
of his collection of tho post-war Bunter becks . ·His cri t icism of the 
stories cnn hardly be chal le nged though it cnn be s ta t ed that they 
were writte n for YOUl18"ters who would have no knowledge of the great 
deys of the Magnet - and they served their purpose well . 

Personally , I could never bring myself to di spos ing of my post-
war Bunters . llaturnlly I have them all, and t he complet e series , I 
.looks rather delightful in my bookcase . Apart fra, that , I have an 
affection for them as the stories written, in the evening of his life, 
by the mail who played such a largo part i n influencing my own life. 

We should be doing le ss than justice to Fronk Richards if we 
failed to realise and credit just how remarkable sn achievement the 
post-var .amter series was. At the o.ge of 70 or a little over , he 
...,berlced on a new career - thet of a stiff -cover book writer . So 
successful was he that. the Bunt.er series ran to nearly 3 dozen titles, 
plus an extra one about Bessie funter of Cliff House. The s ize of 
the output was nothing nev for Frank Richards , &t the limitations 
of complete 60,000-vord books was. 

For sanething like thirty years he had been accustomed to t he 
unlimited canvas ·on which hi s gifts were displayed to their best 
advantage , 300,000 words was nothing abnormal for a sto ry - and 
30,000 words, either voy, made no difference , &t now ho had to t 
cOllplote .hie story in a fraction of tho distance . t . 

It cnn be said that he adapted his style amazingly well, His ~ 

funter aerie• wore competent t o tho last , 
Tile minOr defocts were seen in occasional irre l evant episodes 

which s-ed to waote space; excess ive dialogue; and the lsck of 
ori;p.nality in pl ot , Ke.ybo funter wss the fly in the ointment, 
&nter had to fi,iuro in the titl e , He had to star in the s tory , 
Whether the auth or felt that his future now depended upon Bunter, or 
whether he was fulfilling a requirenent of his publisher, we do not t 
know, It s.e<IDB likely that beth author an! publisher felt that it · 
was &nter who sold the book, '!hey ma,y well have been right, 

Very few of the stories vere in serious vein, So msey light ,,_ -I _,,. 



Page 19 

tales brought tho risk of samenoos, Under these circumstances it is 

quite astonishing that tho writer managed to introduce so much variety, 

Tho first post-var Groyfriars story , so keenly anticipated, was a 

disappointment to the avorsgo old read er , Thero was no sense of 

occasion in the story, One chapter in reminiscent mood would havo 

made tho tal e memorable, It was not there , Tho story vas p.iroly 

run-of-tho-<Dill , vi th amter in a littl e series of episodes , 

Thot first story shoved us plainly that there was no sentiment 

in Charlos HDmil ton so far as his work was concornod , He loved 

vr1 ting , but he wrot e to earn a living , Sentiment did not come into 

the matter - cortai.nly not in IU\)'thing lik e th e wy that it c,,mo into 

tho outlook of his old readers , 
He wrote sol ely for youngoters of a new generation who knew nothing 

of th e llagnat , He vas happy and proud that so many of his old 

oupportors l'Ollllined loyal to him and to his work, but he never wrote 

with than in mind, Evidence of this is found in the ro-h'1shing of 

old themes which he knew old r oaders would remember, Too often he 

introduced Carcroft when ho knew that his old roadors vould by far 

have pr<>forred roferonce to St , Jim's or Rookwood, 

I fancy that Charles Hamilton would have lovod, in post -war yea.rs, 

to achi eve success with sanething apart from his old Amlllgnmated Press 

chlu1lcters, 1'lat would explain his hankering ai'te r Cilrcroft , which 

never rang tho boll , 
Por the adult , th o repeat , in potted form, of the old plots was 

unfortunate , It caooed caopa.risons to be made, and , inevitably , the 

comparison vas unf avoura ble to the new story on th e small canvas , 

Such detru.ls as the unovareness of Greyfriars that it had a ventrilo

quist in its midst , and the ignoronce of tho cast that Billy amter 

had previously changed places vi th Wally jarred a little on the older 

re.:ider , Agains t this , we must not for got that tho author usually 

introduced some unexpected new twists to a familiar pl ot , 
Probably those who criticise the poet-war tnles for lack of 

originality are being quite unreasonable , In wr1 ting school tnles 

for 55 yenrs , Charles Hamilton vas unique , But there is a limit to 

the number of plots which can be adapted to school life , Any man 

with a gift for writing can write if he has his plot at his fingel.'

tips, The finding of new plots is the bugbear for authors only half 

the age of Charles Hamilton and whose output is a mere fraction of his , 

For us , as adults , to s t a t e that we have lovod Greyfriars for thirty 

or forty years , and then to beef because the author uses plots from 

long "§" in oto rios intended for youngsters is ~y rnther absurd , • 



I sometimes think that Hllmilton, in his post- war talos , would 

hove been wiser to go back to the blue Gem and the red l-lngnet for his 

plots , maey of which were of appropriate length and could easily hove 

been adapted , Probably ho was more out of touch vi th blue Gems and 

red Magnets thnn his old readers were, In any caso , he went back to 

1919 for his .ainte r 'o double story , am to the early twentie s for the 

Gon,;o series , Even an old reader would need a long cccory to go back 

so fa r as that , 
The new stories sparkled with an amazing gaiety , Never was 

there any indication that they were wri tton by on llged mru,, Only on 

very rare occasions was there just tho sli8jltest imica tion that they 

come fr om on auth or who WM not very closely in touch with th e second 

hslf of the twentieth century , 
Tas t es differ so much, that it would be futile to attanpt to soy 

which was tho bost of the post-war .ainters , I enjoyed alJ:Jost all of 

th001, and value th om, From a poroonal vie1'J)Oint, I woul d hove no 

hosi tation in naming " Billy funter Among the Cannibals" as tho worat , 

T'>is was tho only time I over recall that I found Charles liamilton 

unreadable , I havo read it half - wo.y through on severnl occasions , 

but always abandoned it , To this da,y I have nover read it to the 

end, 
Tho story which the autho r , at the time of his <ieath , hlld two

thiros completed , was one of tho rere serious plots , albeit n hackneyed 

one - tho wnyvard Bounder and t he loyal Redving, Just how Charles 

llm,ilton would have finished it will probably bo debated ""'ong 

readers for long to come, From the start it was not too convincing , 

but the original autho r might , and probably would, have saved i t with 

a st rong finish , 
I repea t that , by and large , tho post-war funter series wns a 

splendid achievement , We old readers foum faults - but the series 

was not in t ended f or us , 
Thousands of a new generation, at a time when the school story 

io out of favour , must have found the tales ri8jlt up their stroot , 

Thousands who would never hove known Greyfrinrs v1l1 now carry happy 

m<Jllories for a long , long while to como, 
Tho post-var &nte r joins the Magnet and the Gem in Msuring 

that the memory of Charles llnmilton rune.ins overgroon , 

***'*** * 
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j<;"Jsw:1t£!n r!':::i:" tu~:.~:~ :!: !~r!rh:~":r • C:,CJYc;:1~~':n st . 
Jq,reaston en Ille Jt\ltbt\11 Nader• ot 1914 tltlle.h 11 st ill reaellbeNd , lft:t .a neTir 

equal led by ,n:, other characte r t ntr<dUc:ed tnco Ull8 Hm11ton sobool s. Altbough I "as 

too YCIW\& t.o reeall t.he lq,act Dllde b)' the or t 1tna1 atortts n, has bun deso.r- tbOO u 

• ~ u.c Jteoen t'I by peopl e old enough to reoecber ¥d 1 t u mall womer tJw 
Aml.gac:iat.ed Presa .sel Hd on w oppcrtunltY Ind t ollClled ~ t.lw tnltl&l. aacces.a 111111 

Into the rollc.~ year . On this que,t lM or onrplqln& the du11·acur we mat Nmct>er 

that had not talbOt returned to st . J la ' s art.er the nrst sertH we l:hou.ld ha'YO IISSNd 

scot v117 rtn t star- t ea and one or th e bes t 1ama that Hartin CltttOl"'d t'rer wn>t.e. Then 

la no need to consider the ham or the lt lcky sentllDlnt or the aibstttut t wrtt or e and 

although tt 11 trUe that the UJeae wu never ehanCcd by the IQnlllne 11Jthor coat or the 

la;er stories we.re well construc t ed and remtablt . It 11 dtrttcuu , also , to 'qu i te knOR 

Wt one oould do wt th a re tomed Talbot otller than rake up w pa1t. All t.118 Ramnton 

chtracter1 had parts to plq end me or me nalcn easu or Ntormtlon ts Chat the 
Interest t'fOporates "1th Cbe blosaotdng or tho bett er nacure. Levteon was a sneak and 

was th.l s TUt l1 mere entertalnl~ U\oll1 Frank• a bl & brother ln the l atier dl!1'8 and th6N 

ar-e other wtll--tno.1 port.riyals one could CW!l'ltlon, tllt the ~ on t.b1 ;young Ut e ot 
Reginald Talbot 111183 a mc::b tars.er oanvu ..i tt la to I.tat lftrle&tlllll CNdl t or Cbarles 

Hard.le.on thu be could uclt.e the motions wltbcut due encUna Into botbo a mX1 a,,.ke ua 

all love a child dellnque.nt. 'ftle ttorles loae nothlna wlt.h UM years and whm ye.a 
reolnd t:Kl that It all bq>pened fltty years ago t reel older thlr\ ever& 

~~ .~ ~r! ,a;: ~L~ ~T=!a!"~: :od~.:i':.;:.r~~ n~OU&h 
ru:t,er or tb8 c-=i w Hoe:Mt atnee 1910 , tit.It not.hlng I bed enr read tn e lther ot t.he 

two paper-1 had per gr ipped ae so web. Al ter rtad lng UM: l ut or Uw 1st tour Gees , 

•'11\e Parttnc or tbe W111,• I was one or the tlrat, 8Dd Uur e IIU8t han been thousands ot 
otl'Mr reed_.,, to 'lrl te to the F.dlto.r alklna tor D::11"8 Talbot , ax! to due courao "'aot 

the!; fl.rat the • 11rc• • P&r"don' Ca }51. · aut st lll "' were not sattatltd , we WMUd 

acre md mre '8lea ON.lloe wUh Talbot, S'ld I tno. tor a t act newr bid there been lllCb 

a deomld troa readers u tbel"'e .a tor Talbot. 
Look.Ina back aft er all th1a tt me, It seem to ce that apart. f?"Cl:I the nrst t wr 

tales of the aer ies , Ln l aon really ploy ed th e Clljor cbaractc!r In t.h8 t.al.es , and riot 

T'olbot, althOU&h or courN Talbot,... tn t..roUble tn each. tale , ond L"taon •a obj e9t wu 
to 5ffl ht 11 t1m a n.tr ttce . 

After UM CIMJ' tl tMII Lff t scn had And Talbot , re.Sera r ,u «>C11thlng mould ba 

done br Tm l1en')' & co. to atn Lnlson mot.bar cb:tnct: 1 u he oould not now be 9UCb a 

ea, , a., be uaed to be , and ".:ten In thou.Ands , ,rote In tlm aner tt me t o tb e Ed it.or 

Mk tng tor Levteon to be 1tTen a new start. 
Well we cot our new Nformd Ln teonl 8ut hi w.aa not a Le'f'tson we e~cted . c«ie 

was tbe old power or det.ectton , gene wu hSa kten brain; he JU.SC. becGDt another tel l°" • 
.l n• Cad bad to be t<:Uld, .., c.rd• mTtffd, a cmracter t co.ild nner ~ at 

,.,,,, pric e. Then we bad Tl"ld»l e , tr did be .,.., ., t1ru? 
Well , lllhat cmaed thl al.Ip tn the circulati on or Chi Cea tn late 19151 tn ., 

¥1811f:- 'l'he r t ton:i or L81't100. Hot '*-t the N6dtll"s wanted. The mTt'fOl ot Card• and 

Trtct>l e. 'ttla 1art e l'&IClber or alb writers• talH, •om ...ru.1 ro e . Abo•• all the cover 

chsw• trm Blue to Vbtte . 
Onoted Nader or bof.b tbl Oea an:t 11agnet, ann I et iui , ccalld not. atand tbt 

aub-trlters ' t.al u an:r t orcer . mes tb1'*1ng a t uw i ta Iha~ the rNl Karttn Cltttcrd 
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~;; ·~~ "";; ~~ ~-:;" tekln& Cl'8II at aboUt No. 530 or eacll. 

rroii t l m to tlm ccplt1 of OM Negnet and C:ee "'" bouiht per1\aDa enrr two or 
thre e r:iontha, in the hope that a D1atake had happened, and that the real aithora bad 
3tart,ed up agotn, but. tt lilllt hn1 been ju 1t bad luck tbai each tlat a copy .a boueht 
rroa 1915 \Slttl 19}1 t.he7 prcmd to bt b1 mb-1rlteN 1 and eoch 1110r1e ibor'I the l.alt.. 
At tu t one Oe.Y, -. tttn s at a rallwa, station a copy ot Gea No. 1287, 1The Fl&htln& 
r,.- was bCJuebt, and tcuxl to coniat n Che repri nted tale publtshed i:mny ye:sra betON. 
1t wu, ot C<m'le, a. rsx:u• ~ deal.inc fftt.h mt arrt•ol ot Wally d •.trey at st . 
Jb's , ond wns wrltt«I H net"Y Om lhould be 'fll"ltt en. A YOt.e or thank• .should bt CIT81\ 
to Jt" . &rlo hln• tor br-lnetnc at>oJt the reprtntt ng of all the tlra t and ttn u t tal11 
nr to epp..- In UM: Ole, GI debt ... OIII ne'f'er Np&,1 to hi~ 

~~<Mid f~ .. u:1:. ~~4~o; Pa1R~•i: ~f:~~n~c=-~es Olde 
ator tea, t 'IIKluld add that iht tapact or thelt 1nm1 was • t.-rttte .• 

1 818N• •1th yaJ that Tnlbot -.itfeNCI Uu"ou&h too m dl repet l tt on, Yihere41 Outnm• s 
n,-eppearence tn t.be Chr11tma lio. or ' Tb• lid tor 19t7 (Ho. 510) • fflt Shadow or tbe 
Paai;I .eeClld t u.a tb lt , 

P~, l would baTt preferred Ul8 earlJr Talbot Mrlea , plus that great ,to r, 
~ Kcua-.ater'• HOMOOC1.n&9 hben be could bne b .... trltt an out ot •!be Cd). l 
1'QU1d haft been content to l tt lt So at that . 

NJ tO'YOUrltt •r ot P at.or,, Ceo m •For J.nothe~ • Sdu ,• 1n 1111\lcb Hartin Cllttcrd 
cbar"BC'4d'ised Talbot, O<re am Dr. RolDU la •aa.st.eri,e tnahlon. 

To 111:2 up - • rolbo t 1IGa • a tolP bJ natun .• Need on, sa:, i::x:re. 

ffl~~ln&9 Tbt~lY :c!:~!ci'\:Z, ~r:t;:::t.e ~~1~1~~":.:!1~~~.-
•1n the KSngta Khllkt• ll'ld c- 968 • 991, tour ti ne Clllea ot>out Talllo t and hh eoualn 
eroou. tt ts tn1a Cbat tba tdttor Sid the IUbatttu.t t trtters C41bed In on Talbot. 
Peraonal l1, I thl'* tbt lut Talbot A<r'J '1'broueh thick and thin' ( post.1ar-) ms 
c..H'• -.:rat atorr about thl 1'otr. 

~!:!im'W~,. J~~ ~x!0
~ :n:: ~:~~:, ~ ~·~~~ui~b::.:eedb:! 

~ tt.ae.. ActuallT he we, eri unreal ch8racter . Ho bcG' ot 16 oould be tbt l ead81" 
ot a gq ot Cf'JD!nala. He lhouJ.d M't'9 been J etti soned lik e DII\Y oth r good cbarectera. 
The cam llOUld not he.Te Cliuod hie. As a IChoolbOJ he l ack-2 th e gl.mxlur he showed M 
a ga,wst er . 

\i!r~fi~r th~~~:1 ,~·~ ~ 1==:'~ ~~~1:· ~1d!'1'~:S:t~i'~" 
wha.t JI 1-f k.lnd ot tbll'lk1l:c7 A little le a OJnlca.l and a little i:iore balanced Cbln 
Hr. ceal ta, I hope . 

I tblnlt that the eolleo tl ng world lik e 811)' oth .. world conal sts ot 011 kinda ot 
people rm, ~ beln& '°' • ha.fl to mow a creac ncre tolennce ot other people'• 
,. ,.,, than Ma bean "ldent ta W •Dtgelt ' correapondence oollmll or lo..te. I t eal 
tbs£ Yllhen another' • cptntm does not agree with our ()IJII) we mould not rulh Into pri nt 
,nu,. accuaatlona ot bad wu, arrocnnoe , uq,lte1en1M.M ao::t Ignorance. Nett.her' lhould 
we, as J~ hM atteq>ted to do, sift a Piil porC,ra.Jt ot aomon, M baTe nenr aatl 

flM atm,pbtn or Creytrtani, uw well-di'.., charactere or the t,oy1 onc1 cuter • 
hm cert&IJ>lY bffo - to"' atnoe Giii- but I oannc>t..,... tllat nootaiala for 
• JQltll 11 the onl7 nlld NC11M r<:r coUectlnc 1:lle •Jtagnet..• 1 collect r.bl F"nl:lt. 
Rtchlrds' 1tortu beeslae 1 WIJOJ Na:flng tbea - no1tal.8:t a alone 1'0Uld not 000% a, to 
read pace \1PCII. PII • ot cloN print. Became of tbl a CJJanimt I wsm I could o1rord 
to poueN fftl'f Orqtrir1 ltCr7 U.t Prent ll1omnll M8 111'1U.J Wlrortunat.11 
eccncx:i, tn spaee end ex:pencuur e ~ thJS. Foz-~~ 
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aclu:1e alb1ttw.i.e .iortu - I.Dl1 or Ml\tdl DrO' be c,JIC. well ,rtneo bl.it do not mi..
teln al GI CIJeh a.s Ult a:cn.itne art i cle. So I CD.!t thee out - not to t.he tour "1nd.l er 

the <llstb ln, bUt to friends In tho hobby, an:1, In the earl,Y da)'S ot rq acd>crsh t p, to the 

Llt,nry . I CIO not uhlblt r:f/1 colleoc.loo and t • at a l oss to reaaon llbo.t irest tge I 
WOU1d gatbr In TOQO. ltaJralt, HMOYer or Part, tr I did aol Job'I'• ooq:iarlsoo ot 
yeiura t.nll.7 wt th a .. adly art. coueour ts tu ott the mrt.. 

I th i nk mn of ua lik e tho hobby becaa:e It t:rlngt ua togeeber t.o mare a tutual 

Qf\JO)'Del'lt not COl1 or CN1 trl ar-1 Wt or Bt . J tr:1• 1, st . F'nnk' s , Blake Md the n::at , 

Lot U9 .!tlal't our noatalgta, our 1ovo tor tbe at.ortea nnd our Intere st tn research , but 
le t ua Shm'e It as It .-.outd be mored .. with unckrst.:w:u,- end ~·~& 

GOO OF ill.MIL'ro!IIA No, 11 (Hew Sories) 

Wharton vas at tho top of his fonn , He ho.d had no chance in the 

first knock , but ho had the chance now and made th e most of it , 
There wore no "firewrks , " Ho ployed himself in stea dily and 

, carefully , t.'.lldng tho measure of the bowling, Hie score did not go 

up by jumps, as Stacey ' s was wont to do, but it wont up stoodily, 
Othor batsmen ctlllle and wont, St , Jude ' s bowling was good , and 

th e fi elding was keen , oro the :iver<l4!8 of runs vos lov, Whorton , 

thoI'OU8hly set , could not be shi tad, He vas feeling confident - the 

happy fooling of th o batsman who has LID instinct that it is "his dtly , " 

One after another , mon =o out from th o pavilion and trail ed homo 

again, arr! s till 'Jhorton V88 on th e spot , 
Seven down for 60 - oight dovn for 62 - nine down for 85l Last 

man in l 
11SUlceyJtt 
Whorton had th o bovling , Stacey come out to the wicket; and 

there vas o deep brooth 11mong the Groyfriol"l! moil, 
"Fo.n me, s<lllobodyl " IIIUl1IJUl'ed Bob Cherry , 
"If that cur lots him down - " muttered the Bound.or , 
Three wantod to tie - four to win l But Wharton had the bowling 

- and he vas glad of it , as he saw th o black and bittor fnce at the 

other end of the pitch , Stacey knew that he could not keep his wicket 

up - neith er did ho want to do oo; ho would gladly have thrown the 

gomo avay to prevent his rival fza,i scoring the vim:>i.ng hit , I f tho 

bowling cano to him -
It looked as if it might , Onco, twic e, thrice , the ball cmne 

dovn, Lind nothing happened , Agnin it ctlllle, Lind again , and Whorton 

stopped it doad , '!'he Greyfriars men votching from the pavilion wore 

on tentornooks , Evory man knew that the gs,:,o depended on the 'noxt 

hit , If tho bowling came to Stacey - only o fev hours ago th e star 

of tho team - tho gomo wna up l And the Bound.or, at l east , suspected 
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that , l<bntovor th e hit was lik o, Stac oy would fail to CID.Ice t ho runni ng 

good, 
The bowler soa!IOd incredibly slov i n getting going vith the last 

b.>ll of th e over . 
art it caoe down at lost . 
U llhnrton foiled -
He did not foil , He stopped out to the MU a nd it wont . art 

Wharton did not run - Stacey had no chance of l e tting tho gsz:,e downl 

Ho knev that it was a boundary - and it was l 

(HEXT l!OllTH: Tboro will bo th e second of our competitions in 

connecti on with t his l atest se ri es of Gems of Homiltonin) 

frank RJehords 
(Co.ssell , 11/6) 

I should not Ute to bozcr'l:I a guea1 &t tbe ract>tr or oecaslona on llhlch a tlre.aru 

hal .aunded ln UM CCW'ttl t ld Bent. t he cl ert.a ln thot part or Kent shoul d bt pa id 

dqtr cxinq. 
tn ont or Charl ea Rmllt.on t s laat atorles , 1 &tllf Bunt er ' • Boclyguard,• tt happened, 

we c:ocnent.ea on that oooaalon t.hnt Jt toeaed unltk el.Y thllt a bMlk: rn.lder would NlY a, 

a horse and tl'f!P tor a mtna or getarRli7 &rtV' hls ra.ld. 
In •1bar*a to Bunter•' tht l au st oddlU on to the Stilt.er" _.le, , theN 11 tbl sound 

ot a ahot tn Co.&rtrteld ~ 'n,l& ttce th e raider Nlles on Blll.Y Bunter•s bi cycl e to 

pt'O'f'lde hta with the caan, or eaeape. We nrc eQUCLlly tncreaJloua on this oooaaton. 
or course, tht a portlClllar bolic.'"'l'a tder haS r aid ed bMk.s before and e:io4Ptd on a 

achoO~S btc,ycle, ,o habit lll,J' h.lYe given hi e prortoteney 1 But nentu 3l l)' , li ke so 

ainy bmk robbers before hl a , he ts arTtst«I wtUtln tbl wal.11 or tireytrter:J "1ert he ts 

ecttns a.s a C.eqx:l'Ol'Y tom-outer . 
I t wtll bt aeen that tht.r,; ts nothing Yer,-crlatMl tn the bn.slo plot , thoueh then 

are Q\11 te a tew Of'tg1ool aide l'8m tn th e ato ry. 
There ~ oony l n.1tanoe• where tbe ,rtt er showa tho.t he 11 tuUy acquo.lnt.ed. with 

t ht ClreJtrlar1 bac:kgrourw:t, .._, thes e !houlc1 pl ease the older t an . Th«-e 11 111 &Iii.laing 

little sequence r,oiartna: Prwt S'ld Ra.c*er. The lk:uld er 8Dd Coker, ttto play ,uti atanttal , 

end not 1q1lautnc part.a, aeea ocldl.1 out or dlaracter to tbose "'° hffe read Charles 
RIICIJUon tor yea.rs. ftta 11 certalnlY cl.II to the dialogu e, but It Is dltttcult co pin

point Just wt,y they do not really rt ng true . 
Tbl s 11 a reldabl t tal e , BM 1t 11 o.crta tn J.y o &00c1 deal bttt.er t.hon the previous 

Bunter ott eri ng, •Bunter thO BtoMWtaY,1 It cm hArdl.1 tall to plen.ae younaners, tor 
-.xi It ts written , and tha'e Is not.h!nc In It t o Irk tbe trmt.en:i te Hao1lton1ana. 

,.1r 

____ , _______ , ______ ,.._!,..,_HI .. 



I understand from Me. Nel son Leo an invitation has boon sent t o 
Edwy Searl es Brook s on th e ocCllSion of an <mnivorsary . The man who 
was re spons ibl e for chronicl es and hi s tory of the ·ol d school has been 
asked to a tt end t o r eceive an honour . I havo only the barest detml s 
as Mr. Lee was Clll.led away to London before he ga ve co the full 
strength of it . I c= ' t see old Edwy making the trip t o Bellton but 
at the same time if on awnrd is to be granted t o him for his worl< then 
he should make an effort to go down. And if I know arzything of those 
St. Frank ' s crowd they will get hie down by hoo~ or by crook . So for 
th e manent t hat ' s nll I can tell you . 

Yours t o a cinder, 
JIM COOK 

THE FLAW OF THE NEIBOll LEE Ill ITS BEST DAYS 
By Reg Si:uderson 

Re-reading Nelson lee s once again and viewing t hee, from nn lldul t 
nngle , I cons i de r Brooks portroynl of ch&racters exc ellen t , whethe r 
heroe s , vill airui or non-descripts (wi t h only one notabl e exception). 

I like d hi s sho wing of Teddy Long, .below pa r men t ally ruxl ~sic 
ally , living i n constant smd - fear be=e of the se failings , trying 
to curry f avour by retailing news obtained by eavesdropping etc . , I 
could easily appreciate his way of lif e ! 

I would now like to quot e from James Cook's July "let t e r from 
st. Frank's " -

"And Long gettillg bolder r eached up and knocked Church • s cap off 
hi s h03d. Had Hanclirth been with them, Teddy would not hav e dared 
bl ock their path, but Mast er Edward Long always took chances when th e 
odds were greatly in hi s favour . • 

llhllt wonderful mate rial for Roger Jenkins to get hi s t ee th into . 
llhll t Jnmes Cook i s t elling us could be phrased saoowhn t 

diff eren tly (vi z ) · 
Church and McClure of average peysicru. prowess hnd bot h had th e ir 

spi ri ts so complete l y subdued by thei r a rrognnt Lord and Milste r so 
that when he was not present even the appro ach of Teddy Lol)g fil l ed 
t hem with apprehellS i on, although Long' s couroge WllS not normally 
sufficie nt to f ace a barldng lap dog . 

Brooks ' portroylll of llandforth canpletely myst i fies me. A person 
who will doli bero te l y tear his bes t friend ' s _la bor iously written 

" "''"""'''l'""'"'' "' "-'" '"'"'m ,_IIUHINIIIIHIHIUI -IH,ltlt ,WtHIINll#tl,,,_I/INl'1fm,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,.,,,,,,,,,,.,.,,.,.,,m ,111w1H11111111u/fPfl/lflNt/llllN 
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inposition to pieces, imprison another boy so that he could tlllco his 
pl nce in the cricket eloven, and !lftor such acts a feW' scowlil'l8 
apol ogies would pranote him agnin to a l ad with a 'hoort of gold' 
l ooves me bewil der od. .admittedly ho was shown in many horoics but 
there always scoced an air of self-glorifiootion about thee . 

All this SCClilS strenge vhon Brooks• obvious tal ent was shown 
in o.11 his othe r cre.a.tions. 

Did he use llandi'orth as hi s own sofety val vol and towards the 
end, w8S his 01m incroosing i rri tlltion portroyod through l!andfor th? 

llendforth stood out as the one flaw in the good days of the 11. L,L. 
and the core he ws featured the mor e t he flaw '"'" made apparent . 

Cl.LL A TRUCE By H, Chap.an 

I hllvo been t oki.ng the C.D. for seveml yom-s nov, ond. look for
wrd t o it vi th pleasuro each month. In my opinion it has improved 
considerob ly during this time, largely due to tho ef fort s of tho Edi tor , 

Al though pricsrily a Loe fan , I am :use int eres ted and enjoy 
Htlllilton s tori es , Blakes , etc. and I r rod tho C, D, from cover to cover 
sovorol times . 

I hnvo also hnd tho ploasuro of seeing a f ew of my own efforts in 
print, a.'ld althoueh I hove writ ten solely for tho Loe Column, this is 
bec:,usc thi s is t ho subject I lmow most about and bocause fro c time to 
time thero hove boon approls for copy. In any case Hamiltonia soecs 
well provided with contributors . For some tice now, however, I rave 
hod a fooling of inc=ing irritation evidently 3harod by other 
roodors (1,ec A, Parsons No. 212 and J . Geal No, 211) , 

'nlo constant roforencca by somo writers to "Tho Master," the 
exaggcrotcd proiso of hi s work and the continu:ll. and conotonous db 
paragcccnt of the sub-sto ries (no cnt tor who wrote them) is doing more 
h:lro than good to F.:ioil tonia and the c.o. 

This is whnt has l ed to sa,o of tho St . Fronk' s fnns becoming 
impatient and critic:il , I om in touch with some of th w nnd I know 
they all road and enjoy Grcyfriars, St . Jill ' s , Rio Kid, otc , 

Tho •= cannot be said of soce of th e il.'.lcilton fans , hovever, 
who havo gono on record in the post as saying they do not lik e nnd do 
not road St , Frank ' s stories and think they would be bettor fo rgot ten. 

I vould suggest trot in future th o hobby i s treat ed ns " hobby 
'1?ld not as n roli,!ion, and tint wo all get on with the job of clllcing 
t ho C,D, as interesting as possibl e , tzying t o koop off ench others 
corns as auch as possi blo . ·-------· 
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t'lecttra ~rs =t~oiu&! ~ held on a Boi* Holt da)' SWli !lY' lt was not alt.ogethcr 

:JIJll)rtst~ that the att erdance "°" rnther l11Xicr3t e• nevcrtholeu th ere wore mQU&h 
aect,en present to mSUN a Ws, and pl~ l e evm l ng. Apart ff'(l:I Jc:bn ForN ll, 

cnja,1ng hJ s boUda.Ys, all the regulars tam ed up , and the rume r wna tnc.rc.J.3Cd by the 

preamce or the 111rtter or this repori , Fram Coat , on bt a nrst rt stt to Se t ton Rood 

s ince bi s depe.M.ure t l"Ol!l Ll n rp ool. 
auitmnn Nonnm c,penGd proooccU,,es In extending a warm welcoce to the Ylsltor on 

behaU of al l present; he hoped t hat lhts was bUt the tlrst o r CON t requon t. appoor

cn:.es ot M old and not-torg otien meat>er . Fr:rlk was abl e to u,ure hie tbn t aich would 

pl"Ob«>Jy be ~ Caae tn tuture . The oorre.spondenc.e we.., then deal, wtu:i, NOl"l:lan ha'fln& 

rece ived qut tt a rew lttten: troci our trtencss, both a t bam and abroed . The oext l t.ec: 

WM a dlacu sa Jon, thl • t ormng tbe MCOnd and oonclud1ng part or the t ap9 roo«'dlng to 
be de~at.ched to DaTld Hobbs In Seattle . fl'lo chosen tllbleot wea a rather tlekll:f\ m e , 

based on cOJTHpondence end a,:tl cl os In recent 11.Wbere or •coneotorat Digest ,• tnv oh·tng 

ccrta!n tact. tons of the Ha:ill t.on and Brooks r ana tn rather apt.ri ted eic.timges of Ytews. 

fflts was a coat t.ntere attng debate , t ree rroo argm::,ant , u con or tboN t.altlng pm-t 
IINlN In IP'CIDln t. 

foU01ttn g Nrresu:,anu, the Ubrory tlla t neas, aft.e r whlc:ti. c.-:ia a qu.lz SJ.bct t tac:l by 

8111 Wtndac:r. Thts Ml a repe at or thO one he dev lsecl aoae Yffl"I oco, 1n which th e 

~ had to be WfO rtl.YDlng worda 1 a1ch ea • • QlJpsit 411pa,• a total or twenty quer 
ttona . The Intruder rroa Notti ~ , 8Clll.nttna Robin Hood, p i nched tbla with slxt een 

o«reot , cloN11 pur111td b7' Walter Pr l cbm'd and 8111 Calley . 1h e dnlnn, o r l ot• to 

dec ide the oocitll or or nut IIDlltb• a qub resiUecl tn W:ilter Prlchm"d belrt& the l1Jck1 • 
OI' unJ.ucty? .. vtcttc.. 1be t lnal I tem wa.s a Yer)' good debo.te on rbt reas or the 1'ar t ous 
school.a; ¥ti.ether they wCN nece.uary er noi. It wa.a generGll,y telt that , wt th ono or 

two notable Hceptton.s, they" had little tnnu onco on the pl ot.a or In Chi atorles u a 
,C,C,le. 

Tbe me ti ng ended at nine o•cloc:k, tlae being, u aJ.wqa , Che·~ : we haY• 

"11:Dst s ix Wffka to aJt ror oar Doxt me ti ng on 1,tll Septem«r, b7 Jltlldl ttm aosi ot 
the aedxr t wi ll han had the ir holldtln. fllANK CASE 

lllJWjS1 

Mn51Me i~;!~ 
Moat O turned up tor this DNtl ,w. nit, wu Tc:m Pere.tr' s n tlht ant1 

h t cor:DenCed b)' glTI ~ u.a 111 mtertatnlng report or bi s Tlllt to tl'le London Club 11H ttng 

held at U\e hom or &rte~ at Wokingham. F'roo 'Nhat h e aatd l'fld r ooatng turt.her 

reporu ot the a.am tunetton ln Cho Au&u•t c.o. Olla was a howltng suoceaa. The 

•NagnetS- ao cenerous ]y &lTen try our Retrord omber , .Jctm ,. Nlnl, _. , put up tor ml • 

a eager l,J dllpoaed or . Dt1C:Ua.slon.a on th e ir ffrloas oont.enta tock~ a l ot ot ttm , 

howeTer, and l ef t Uttl e t or the ttttw af'l"8l'Wld by th e Cbaln::w, . Tbt AMl 'fersal"Y ,,.H ... _,._,-~-H--IH ...... HI-HIHHHIIIHI-IHIH#IIIIIHIHlll•IM-IH--lllolH-HHNINll-1 
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ll.lCDcr t>eartns the de,y and a:inth or the oeettng was on ear],y Hngnet, No. 494 (47 years 
old) tho t ttl e be i ng • A u:ssON ~ 8KIN1'0, 1 Thls Wl!S part or a oogntr tcent],y bound 
voluue rroo Toe' s coll ect.Ion. There wns a talk on binding md Toe gave us oocie nr.Y 
uscrul tnro.rmetton on the subject. We "ere t ntr t e,ued wtth tho Collect.or's P iece 
which the Cha lmM boo. al.SO broUght along. This was one or the very earl.y Jd Boys 
Friend Libraries, Dat.e.JanJary 1900, 'tbe rtr st B.r.L. deal.l og "Ith St. Jlats and 
Teo Herry, The titl e waa •1a1 l'ORl"S COOQUmT. • Boys F'rlend Ltbro.rles were aJC.h 
to the tore ton i ght as tbree or thee were put up ror rnttlo {proceeds to the Library). 
Ted Davey won two or thee tor tlrst prize end second pr i ze rront to ct,'Selt. 

ror a D?etlng so ne.lf' to a publi c holtdey , we hod a vcl")' tntere stln.g coupl e or 
hours, HARRY BaalTER 

A!fil!!,t,IJ,,! 

.Alt.bough the at t endll'lee was not a.s large as hod been hoped, those mo were o.ble 
to be present at the Book Bargntn Sazoar on Wecilea::ley, August }rd , necoraed a very W3"I 
welcooe to Interstate collector , TIX! Oobaon1 WhO ..S.S. on hts yearly vls l t rroo Vtctorla. 

nie Secretary passed around an t ntorn.ttve llrt l cle t or perusol . Entitled •Coo.lea 
tn Transttton' by Jolm Holli ~ lt hoo appe$00 tn the 1S)'dney ?1oming Herald' dated 
1a. 1.1964 and oea>ers ltEN pl ea.sect to not.e that ol d t a,ourttes Sexton Blake 0.00 Bllll' 
Bunter received t avournbl e cent t on there i n. 

Letters rroo averse» wen read and a pleasont hl:U'Cs di scussion wa., enjayed a.1 
Ddfers listened to news and vi ews froJ.I the ir t ella. coll ectcrs J i o C<lolt (New Zeal.ind) 
tm Bill Cander ( Cs.nada). F'roD J tc CllC9 a cutti ng rroo th e 1Auckltln:I Star4 dat ed Z7th 
JUlY, •64 shDWt ng that our bobby t ntarests are oent t oned tn all kinds or unlik e}¥ places . 
Here a reader waa conurx11,. that the bloodth i rsty stories in papers li ke t.he •unton 
Jack4' eM •P1Uck9 had not turned the ir readers into IID'dcrers tlld thlgs , l'tltch ot 
course ts ent ir ely our point ot vt e" too, 

Froc New Zealand c.:ice o. trteMly l et t er rrcm CootrNY HmTlson l'lho M'Ote socettoe 
~o t>eeause ot hta Interest in tbe club' s photogt'.t)h l'tllch q,pe.ired In • People• anerol 
)'(!SS ego. Ceo tr l a t nt.erested l n the photograph i c projects Don Harkness ts under- . 
toking md we are iu.,py to say tha t ftl"1 soon th e photos Geotr has asked tor will be on 
the wr11. • 

HIIIT)' Broner dl'OPpe(I t n on us Yla the Hall Box with o:,re news or the Chost errte ld 
Re-Union md the always Int eres ti ng ti !Xlt t a rroo th e tudltnd Club' s act tv lttes , 

Closer to hoDO theN "91 ~ tron irtbJr' Hol land or Welli ngton - end a charo.lna 
poec rroo JctU'l oiLOndont s Weekly entitl ed 1The Countl")' ot BoCJbll "1.tch ax!e a oost 
ewroPr lnte 1ntroductlon ror cur Tlsttor Who had brought alone s,ce ot his spec i al 
trcJ.all"CS tor our enjoytX(lt. 

The next hour passed all too QUI~ as oed:>ers passed a"Ound and disc ussed •The 
l'letlster Ltbrlll")' No. 1• •Jack , Sac and Pete , B.F.L . No. 1• and two ot her rare itec., 
troo the B, PJ. . , •s ex.ton Bl tice In S i ber ia' md •The Ht uing Heir4' Ttltch was espeetall.Y 
top i cal ns lt reatured Nelson Lee ln &uatrella. Our oost s incere thank s to Too tor 
nttord lng us tht s tl'eat . · 

Crand rt nale ot the progrecce was prov ld&d by Don Harkness who l ent hts phot.o
grfl)hte ski ll to capt.Ure th o pleasure ot th i s special ceet l ng tor ob.sent tr l ends . Very 
soon we hope to be ~ ing thta nent~ with OllO' ot your r ollt now rots11ng thi s report. 

- - - - - - - - - B. PATE Hon. See. 

Mf!ti e Sa~8 tJl WHftp 196'i ~ xi diereiuier oecup111t of& chair, Geottrey Wilde, "os f!l«f1 m hol1<181, our 
depucy Vlee-<:hall'Dfl}1 Elate Tay].CI", opened the August meeting. 1b&re na anouur good 

.. 1;.~~~.,!ld-!!,,~~~~ - ~~ -~ ~f ~:!..~~:r, ... ~~!.!!!!2.~,. .... .e.~ 
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item tor thi s mnth• s aeec.trw were aJPPlled b7 pc,9'81 ~ 

Cat'T7 Allteon nm.lnded ua thlt 88 ,.... 1£0 to the 't"Bl'J dBY, en am .tuguai.• 1816. a 
great J:LS\ NU born - tbll l ate Charlu HaaJlton, *'8t Ut e work waa probob].y the great.est 
•~• factor Jn m"tn,t.ng u, all together at thta end oll lbe other club neetlr:w.s• 
thla DClflCb'• oornll)Ondenoe lncJ.Udod o. letter troa our ~Ut aecber' , Al t. Hanaon, sxl 
we were d t ltghted '° heor thot aooe of hJt strip cartocna: hem been accepc.ed tor publl
cnt t «1 b7 a gt rl a• Ql8AJ:1ne, a will appoar llflort l.1'. 

Jock Vood hxl o eo14>le of tn;c,e,ttrg Item frail the preu .. one \e lll ng how o 
heedm.ster had 1nromea ht a pnrects that Ule, owld baTe a few bottl• or bOor tn the i r 
stud t oa tot PcrtcnD.l C(ln.llqltton (Loder oould be plOOB«!l ), and how :ret GnOthcr public 
sdlool hod ol>oll- foggl rg. 

fll.e tlrst ttc troci tho po.stal cemera JJaa , , Collectorta Piece, • by J oe W111tam, 
or Bristol , mich was NOd b1Jacl&:Wood. fl:lta waa an t nt.eresttng acccunt ot J oet a 
bo1hood NOOtng or tbe ol d pq,era, whtd!. st ill a tw htci great pl eaaire ~ . 

Next 1111a •A Picture Puzzl e,• t,:, Alt, H31'1son, which CCNlstoo ot 16 clenr~ 
pictures repreBE1Dt1ng plecea 1n m e YBrlous HmUt<:fl ltell"Jea ; Roobcod , Pea, WapmC>t, 
Packaoddle, etc , Jdm Hooter wos l:be .. inner wtth 12 oornct, Frtllk Hancock a:..,.cnt 
with 101 cft1 8111 Wtll lm:t.on third wtth 9 • 

.After refNltl:lenta we hid M\Othtr Yer:",' 1ntcrest 1n& paper b7 John Upton, end tbt a 
~ read b.r frmk Hanoo~ Two ttem m the subj ect or •DeMl"t talend Boc*., t f ollowed, 
t..twt choleea or !:ecll R81'dtnghm an1 Alill'l DceN• botb or whoo, tr U'leJ weN evor lb1p
,rocked, WOUl.d hope to be car'IT11lB a larl;e tupp).y or Hamilton ator tea In the ir lua ase L 

The final ttec or au s newel pn,grs:Dt ma, en 11111nlCW1 won,,,t,QJlding game• baaed 
on the ~ s or He.tdltoo achoolbaYs, drrrtaed by Stan .ll dar-. N)Ttl Wison M.\S tbe 
winner or 12111 one, 

ffMllk you, poat.81 oemera , tor )"Om" "ler'T «1ierta1n l~ oon~buttona t o our Aucl,tlt 
teettng. 

Po l!AHCOCK Kon. see. 

IQU!! 
There weN fourteen cect,ora 1n att«ldenoe At the Cast DulJrtch Cl8et tng on Smda,, 

Auaus• t6U,. TM -u ... at..- bei ng <lie '<> Cho boll<!Of S"'8M. 
No H.S lton llbrer)' dealtnga u Roger Jtnttna we.a on 1'8Cat1m. BOWffer• Bob 

Blrthe ge.n an exc.llent ~ on it.. Nelson Lee Llbrer:r Sid bed a goOd sq:,pty or 
cat3lcvuea, aeoond lq,Nnt on, tor Ill e. 

Len Pdclm gan a prcot•tns rwcn m the progre11 or the Sexton BlSC ont aloeue . 
He l)ftl'ttcular ]y stressecJ Che gOOd wcrt put. 1n b1' Bill Lotti , Derek Adley cm Olorl l e 
Wright. 

It-.. annomc«1 b7 Len PICCIVI ibat Brian DaTl• had becrd troa E. a. TUmer , author 
or 180711 Will Be Boys,• tho.t the 'DllllY Telegraph• WODted hie to do a reaa.re on old 
bo)'st boc*.I tor one or 1:be tuare coloured ,uppleaen t1. Nr . TUmel" bad contact.ad tAn 
Pactmn and matters _.. belne put ln band tor YDrlou1 aeettn,gs lf1d aoceN &o oolltct l oo,: 
ot 81.aktana . Nel.Jlon Loe end R.S ltcmto. 

'l'bNte excell ent ~tu.ea 1IIN' oordUcied bY" Bob Bl,11be, Don Webster and Cb&r'll t 
Wright tfl ll e Bob B].ytbe Nm1 a Tractet:t Grul epbode . 

LM end J o1J1 put on a good teed and an enJQ7Bt>lt tt me wu had b7 au . 
Hen • etJng 1, the cae at Kaqate on Stn,a,• SepteG>C" 131:b. ltndly l et t.be 

Bearttar7 know 1t tniendl OB to parttctpate. 
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roro or oo ootl ng to Margate. J. 41- seotcr R.A.c.s. coooh (colour : mroon wtth CN81!1 
l et ~ tng) wUl pick up i::ienilers or th e p.irty outsl<le the rront ll.'lt n entronce or 
v t ct.or'l O 11a1n-U ne Rnll woY Stat i on at 10 a.a. Cl\ BurJ:1ey, 1.}th S eptetibcr . Medlen aro 
asked t.o bo there at 9.30 o.o. to en3Ul"e that the ooocb l eaves procpt i,. ffle psrty 
wil l proceed to the Hayland Rocle Hotel , Har-gate, ,tiere l unch will be served at 1 p. a. 
Aft.er lunch the parey will go ( by coach) to Rosel.£1wn, Klngseote . Lat er M the p~ 
wlll return to the hotel t or tee Md the cectl ng. 

(l ntcre::t tne I tem t rro. the 
Edi tor • s Lett.ol"-ba8,) 

~ (New Zcal(ll(S); Recording Walter flee t ngt a coa:icnt on cy orttcle on 
Wonder Llb:"Ol')', I co sure he is q.i l te r i ght l n concl.Udlng Ho, 13, 1 Th& Crand J.dVcnture, • 

was \;:~: ~~1:~l~~~~r~ ~5 ~Pf6 ~~~n: ~~~si!t o~ =~er of 
No. 13 can be explat noe:l bY good t ntentlona that wa-e rrustrot.cd , I hove e. cocplete 
sot or •Chip§' tor 1916, In f!'tery i ssue unttl Koy 20 or that year th e Wondm-Library 
was ext ensivol.Y adVert l sed. In a ll roll Olfing nurbcrs not a word about 1Wonder' 
~ ..... 

l reel SUN Nos. 15 ond 16 were never lasued., but l ac qui te cur ious to loam ltlat 
the titles or t.bc stor ies r1ere going to be. Ctlll ttr . F'lec.l ng enl ighten Cle? 

gp._1~ (Seottle) : JJ.tho• other ll lustrotors !,ere good, I never quite enjoyed the 
~catter how good the sto i,,, lllhm Hr. Chaprm•s drawings were not used; to oe, 
no one e1se •s work was •rtght . • 'Mle s.ace or course ei,plt es to ttr . Macdonald' s p ictures 
In the CD1. I was al.Ra.YS distressed when the stoi'Y, and thcretorc the 111.UStretl oos, 
brooght the two schools togett'lerl 

t would eeri.alnl,y Slbsertbe to Your F.dl tor llll StJlutatton to ttt-. ChllPMn, wtshi ~ 
ht c oany mre yenrs or good heal th and happiness , Md thllnk you ror so aptlJr expressing 
cy senttcent.s t n the naoe ot nl l your readers. 

~1•Jt!' p~i!°'11i w!!i~~e~f ~t
0~t!t~,:s ~too~~~~~ 1~e~t~r 

stor ies, even thoueh I checrtul.ly a::1c!t th8t Creyrrtnrs would have been lnrt nit e)Jr 
poorer wt thout h tci 

J:C::c! ~ ~~ l~s ~~ t~
8
d~~~~ :0 f!~e~at~e =~ 1~1 ~: r~!~: 

NOrt or Roger J enklns , ls prov iding ·a u ery coo.test, tull or interes t t or the r ingside 
obaervor. Possess ing on1Y tlree cq,tos or the Nelaon Lee, one hes t t.nt.es to enter the 
r i ng nnd 1'Cl'lture m opinion, but when 12\e t! nal bell sounds the cont estants stiould 00 
congrna.ilated on a spiri ted bat tle tho.t has given t.he Lee eol um a boost nnd added 
tntens t . 
~ {Sheppertonh I have 4 Or the Kuooi Schoolbey Serie., publt shed in 1947 
~ el are , - t. Top StudJ at Tophm; 2. Buney Bink• on t he Warpa t h; 
..,, ...... - - .. - 111_.., ............ - ....... ,_ ...... _ , ..... -i.. .... , ..... _ ... ,.,. ... _ _ ... __ .. _ .. ,...., .. _,"' '""'"'"- "'' " ·-· 
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3. Tho Dandy ot ToPhacl; 4. Sent to Covent ry. 

t b<lll eve these wero t sS11Jed wcckl)' a.a No. 3 ro t ers to Harry Vana t 1 third week a t 

Tq,hm Wt tbe ser ies aeeCltd to 0001 to m o.bnlpt em "I th No. 4 alt.hwgh at Ldd. I 

thi nk t he story In end\ boot.l et o r 20 pag11 was joU, good vaJ.ue . 

Inc ldenttlll.J , Toey OJ,ynn ha.a Qlde on sU p as t he He8'Da t cr of Tophr!D h Dr . 

Chctwyoo {not Dr. Cartnx) . Hr. Cortex. 1., t he Rea:>1'G Fo~:s t er . 

(11:Je Rlo ll d 1 s n.:im was Kid c.rraz. . - ED.) 

~~~:>! ct!:e"'= ~=-b°';t~;: ~!~~.0 1
~ !9!1

kc~ !~~ 
on Charl es Hactl t.on, Wt t r eall se he b<ld hts weok poi nt s , end 1 don' t t.ear IItt" ho tr 

becauac aoceone eek.es a cr lt lcll.l r<UlJ'k abou t h lo. Why e,!lf\l t onr.,on t be trt ondlY? 

!bank. YoU tor a mst profess t onal oogaztne. 

t\1:2{ ~1~s~~r~:~>~al~ ~~~1~~1c1~:~ '!;:!~: ~: 1:·r!!di:"t~~ 
HU d ial")' Is rull or Interest , bless h1r1 

S'ruf:RT~I~ (fakemaD): Congrotul:it1nrts on c. o. "1:t ch goes rrm .strength t.o 

streng t .s Di ary Md BJ.oot SN ~ t o.vour t te a , tl.lt I rood every ..ord, yos , evon 

dOllfl to ?erk Dupl lco.tt ns Serv tees ot the bo~too ot the lo.st po.ge. 

y~ ~~lJ!,ls::!t~~ t!r:! :er71:-;s::-1 ~t~~ ~!~~1~thetb!u~:~re~· 
the Great W.lr, NICI both artlelea: oode th(! a(O? polnt regcrd l ng the W3l'I bet ~ l .:irge)y 

Na:pon:Uble t or tho t ;ype or oocl ocy In "1'1.lch we li ve to--d~. 

( A l'lld::ler or Nae1era: havo writ t en pointi ng out the tlPllar l tY between our od l t.or l a.l 

000 the lellder or the 0411.y Hall m August 4Cll. I t was, or course , a colnc ldmee. Our 

edt torla.l wa:s writ t en t n ea.rJy July . ~ . ) 

; ;;,;,~~~~~/~.~a:~~~.,;~: :°P~!~~~ t !:..i::~i~ !~: 

ot ~lelt 1QS wr l tt.en In 1886 a'd called •nw Bl'l stol Yog i Ra t.9 ( Cl)t t.o: Let There Be 

Tru th) oro othcir .stort e.s U ke flle Block Ba3tard or Oxf ord • The J oekq Bo7, The Ci nder 

Ta.eta, ond the Chests or Dovey Joncst Lockar. A.11 these horri ble tales were CatJtl onar:r . 

des igned. to be rvad by t h\)' chlldron l'tlo attended the Post Ch3Uu SchooU and oll over 

th e country. l' a very keen to locate tbeao at.orlcs ond Che wthor M10 wa.:s A. J . Dovtos . 

ffley were destcned to put r oar Into bQ1s who were oacte to read them. Cen you pl ease 

h•lp l>tfl 

(RIOO<rS r:oy Neall t hat Hi ss Rtcknl Croq>ton, In he r art 1,1e tn le.st ycar t e c.o. 
Aln.lal , referred to t.hts eype or story . It any reader cm help ttr. Street , pl ease wr it e 

hi e , care or c.o , oftl ce. Your letters will be romorc1e1. ~ . ) 

Rl cll:al Cnx:l)ton e 
Hewnes• s . 1Ci6 

Wl llt3Cl , Rt cht'lBl Croq, t on•s wndle ot mischief I Is b8Ck to add glory to Ole ye:r . 

t n th e new vol.Uco, the l'I.U:tler ot b i s adventures ts rtdlleed to uv e, though th ere Is no 

rocitc tl on ln tho qual l tY. tt anyth t ~ . ~ ls WN ente.rto lnt ng tb3n ne r . 
fl\at gorgeous nus ot feoln lnltY • ttr-s. Bon , f eatures l n two or tbl stor i es . She 

Ss one or Ni ss Croci,ton •s tx>st del i cious. con fecti ons. Probably the t\lnnl es t &tol"Y' 11'1 

the bOok t s •Hrs Bott and th e Portra lttt i n "1.lch the anas h o lady deoldGS to haYe her 

plctuN pai nt ed 11t1tb Vlolet Eli zebe th. 1 Kother and ch.tld,• as ttr-s. 1. wt s ttul.11 

obser'V'es . She onn•t. deoldo on her uc t st, bUt. I t. DQJ be te.rq ut n Lant , rel.nted to the 

f aoous Hubert . fo.rquln has done a rough *•tch ot Hrs. Bot t md It MS a vague l ook or 

HN. C&:::1>. Te.rquln ~ Hr's. Bot t hi s sketch. 



•NXJ ..tW> t s thi s oea.nt to be , 08)' 1 harsk? • she sa ld gr lriJ.¥. 
Another gee i s •1,H lli llll the P.s)'Chl atr l .st' with l'lhleh th e whol e t-Osty oenl C>pens. 

ni e ttil e story , whl ch a.,penrs as nurber t our- In th e li st , la probab}y the l east tunny 
though i t baa it s mcoont s. 

nts.s Cror:pto n t s t n sparkl ing ronn wl th 1 w1111w and tho Hoop,-i..a s tn u. • She 
t.11<.ea not e ot th e • aircicr Saturd ey sellSOn1 or the Entllsh vtll aee l'llen r et c e l a.shed wt th 
recc , sole or work w1th st l c or work, fl ower .!ti.ow with fl °'1"er show. She ctgh t have 
concl uded •w1111ac MCI the Hoop,-La Stall' wt th the 'ltOrd s:t 'Th.ls has been ono or th ect• 

This l ate st Wllll t1.0 book shoUld pl ease cveryb(xty. [t will rcJ uvcnct e the not • so
young, Jnspl re the J slod , ~ . or eours c, be Jus t the gift tor your rnvour t t e nephew or 
ntece. 

The book I s port t c.11.:, Ill ustra ted by 'I"hc:tUls Henry ,tho di ed ,dt tl e lt wc.s l n 
prepara ti on. His suceessor , Henry Ford , rbo l s re spons i bl e ror the J acket and other 
pict ures tn th e book, h: gOOd, cak ing Wllll m & Co l ook :rot.he!' yaungcr , v.tll ch ts no 
dt ~ant.o.ge . 

fl>GAR WJ.UJ. CE 11YSTLRY t lAQAZJNE No1 2 ( ttt croo 2/6) 

No. 2 ci.atnte.ln s r.he hi gh sUlndard set by 110. 1. The story by Edgnr We ll3CE Is short , 
but shows the ol d m st cr .:i.t h ls best . Out stand t~ , also , ts .:i. RC-3.t psychol ogi cal 
thri ller , •ttr s . Webber' s Prot ess tons by J aCQUes Pend.oner . •Cynntde Clt.Y" In which IUael 
11orl.8nd t ntrodUCes hl s t .mious char act er ttrs . Pym, keeps the re eder on hi s t o~s, Yid Re.I 
Dcl phln' s • The La st BclOOtt• t s pl easantly ori gi nal , Mal'tln 11lou.tls shows hi r;iSelt a ma.st er 
or t he :tur t stocy t eebl tque ln 1 Dea1h Sent ence ,• and Wtl ll m H. Pear aeht ens pl enty or 
oott on In a longer tale 1 'lbe Dnig &ruggl er s .• The TI\le cr t ce story thts oontll JS re .. to ld 
by T. c . J. Jacob s , who 11Tes a rase tnat 1?¥ accotmt or the lil gwa::i t!urd er ldllch occurred 
tn the Gull(lt ord di str i ct ear ly tn the lo.st war. A bl ogropht eol. account of the la te Edgar 
Wall ace Is t,y no r:E&nS th e l ea.st t nt er estt ng lt e.c ln a tip - top progrwrae . 

Bl ak lan t ans will be interes t ed to know that Eri c Park.er ts "'ork lng oo n1 ust re.tl ons 
tor No. b or E.W.?1.H. , rlhtch will contain a 60-page whodunit , enti tl ed •Ktlled with a 
Lol' t ng Kiss ,• t roa the popular pen or 11artt n 11\oma.S. 

WANT ED : Magnets No. 829, 873, ff/5 , 882, 884, 888. S .O. L. No. 60 . 

na. R. \/II.SON, 100 DROOfIFIELD ROAD, GLASGOW, N.1 , 

-----------------------------------
DAN 01HER1IRY only wants 3 }lagnets to complete his se t: 

Nos . 39 , 768, 933. Very high pr ice offe r ed for sane . 

Wri te : Bill Lofts , 56 Sheringham Bouse, Lisso n Stree t, LONDON N.W.1. 

!fOW in Acti >'e prepar a ti on, C01LElC'l'ORS I DIGEST ANNUAL for 1964. 
Ple ase order ear J,y. 

~-,. ... _,,, ...... uFAmdmbtE!!r'iC"''Fayne';''EiCeiSTOr"AOiiS:~croverr,jfOa(f:!urcrton'~''§u~"':"''#1/Hfffltf .. 
OJpll cated t,y York c.apu cat l nR s erv i ces , 12a The Sh8J:bles, York. 


